Reconciling Journey Ministries – Small Group Fellowship

TAKING A CHANCE ON GOD
By John J. McNeill

Introduction
“There are specific questions that lesbian women and gay men and transgender, queer, and same gender loving people ask of reality that differ” from the mainstream.

and

“There is thus a distinct contribution to be made to theology and spirituality from a queer perspective.”  

Preface xi-xii
Themes of Human Liberation (liberation theology)

Humanization – developing a healthy self-identity & self-acceptance / demanding to be dealt with as whole person rather than just one segmented part of ourselves being seen and interacted with

Conscientization – the process of becoming aware of the structures that oppress

Dialogue & Community – developing our own social resources

Preface xiv-xv

This book is a follow up to The Church and the Homosexual where Father McNeill argues against the following three traditional perspectives: 
Lie:  “God intends all human beings to be heterosexual, and that homosexuality therefore represents a deviation from God’s divine plan – a deviation usually explained in terms of sin or sickness.  Sexual and gender identity fulfillment thus becomes the exclusive right of heterosexuals.”
Truth:  “God created human beings with a great variety of both gender identities and sexual-object choices…all individuals should be considered as part of God’s creative plan.  Sexual orientation and gender identity is a gift from God to be accepted and lived out with gratitude.”

Lie:  Homosexual and transgender people are a menace to the values of society and the family.

Truth:  Homosexual and transgender people are part of God’s creative plan and hold special gifts and qualities and are a very positive contribution to the development of society.  We have a role in society not only individually but also as a community. 

Lie:  Same gender loving couples and transgender loving relationships are sinful and contrary to God’s plan.

Truth:  Love between any two people regardless of their sexual orientation and gender identity, “assuming that it is constructive human love”, is not sinful and ‘can be a holy love, mediating God’s presence in the human community as effectively as heterosexual love.”  
Preface xv-xvii













This study is based on and inspired by Father John McNeill’s Taking a Chance on God, Beacon Press, Boston, MA.  To purchase your copy of the book go to our www.glbtchristian.org Bookstore.  Please note that some quotes include italicized text; these represent additions to expand the text beyond the gay and lesbian experience to include all of us created in Christ as queer, transgendered, and same gender loving.  

