TAKING A CHANCE ON GOD

By John J. McNeill


      FACILITATOR’S GUIDE

Chapter Four: Spiritual Maturity - Let’s review the biblical conceptualization of God:
The Godhead or Triune God:  Father, Son, & Spirit
Father 
· “God the/our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ” – frequently used in greetings & prayers

· 2 Corinthians 1:3 ( READ THIS ALOUD & use your talking points below)
Son 

· Jesus said, “I am God’s son” John 10:36
· Jesus’ baptism & transfiguration “This is my son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased” 
· I John 4:9-10 ( READ THIS ALOUD & use your talking points below)

Spirit

· “They were all filled with the Holy Spirit and Spoke the Word of God bodly” Acts 4:31
· The Spirit of God lives within us - Romans 5:5; 8:11; 8:15-17 & many more 
· John 16: 7 & 13 ( READ THIS ALOUD & use your talking points below)
Facilitator Led Large-Group Message & Sharing:   

· Father (2 Cor. 1:3 Praise be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort.)
· Parent, AUTHORITY, Demands obedience, Faithful, Loving, Forgiving, Righteous, Compassionate, Comforting
· Outside & OVER you – looking for affirmation/connection/direction

· Son (I John 4:9-10 This is how God showed his love among us; He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through Him)
· Sibling, Co-Worker, Lover

· Relatable, Shared Experience, Accessible

· Outside yourself – looking for affirmation/connection/direction

· Holy Spirit (John 16: 7 & 13 Unless I go away the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. But when He, the Spirit of Truth, comes, He will guide you into all truth.)
· God dwells/lives WITHIN us

· Connect through Word, prayer, and other healthy ritual & religious practices
· Inside yourself – receive affirmation/connection/direction/reconciliation
Facilitated Led Large Group Conversation:

· How can we stop looking OUTSIDE ourselves for affirmation & connection to God?  

· How can you begin to look inside yourself – where the Spirit of God dwells – to touch and tap into the power, truth, and wisdom of God?
· How does your religious belief & practice relate to a spiritual maturity that doesn’t look outside or to others for affirmation, connection, confirmation, direction, and/or reconciliation?

Out of Fearful Isolation into Fearless Conversation

“We who are GLBT have a special need for the gifts of the Spirit.  We need a direct experience of God’s love in order to receive the Spirit of reconciliation at the deepest levels of our being, in order to be able to accept and love ourselves, to accept and love each other, to believe and accept God’s love for and acceptance of us at the very moment others in the church condemn us in God’s name.  

Above all we need a spirit of prayer.  We must think, live, work, and play in the presence of God.  We must lead all our thoughts out of fearful isolation into a fearless conversation with God. “

“The same fears that frequently keep us from being intimate with each other keep us from being intimate with God.  My hope is that we will receive the grace to be able to break down some of the barriers that prevent us from being open to God and, as a result, present us from being open to ourselves, each other, and the world.’







                (John McNeill’s, Taking a Chance on God , page 25) 

Practicing Intimacy 

1. Share with one person:  What are your reflections & thoughts on tonight’s study?  What are your conceptualizatios of God?  What are your needs & hopes for the coming months?   How has God been working in your life over the past several months?  How has God used this group, your church, you friends & family, and/or your recent experiences to draw you closer to God?  What questions are you struggling with?                                           

2. Share with the larger group:  What was it like for you sharing more intimately with someone one-on-one?  What did you learn about yourself and/or about your partner through this experience?  As appropriate and as you feel comfortable, report out what you heard in your partner’s reflections.  What is on your heart & mind? 






God sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out Abba, Father.





Galatians 4:6











This study is based on and inspired by Father John McNeill’s Taking a Chance on God, Beacon Press, Boston, MA.

