Reconciling Journey Ministries – Small Group Fellowship

TAKING A CHANCE ON GOD

By John J. McNeill

Chapter Two:  The Challenge of Atheism
  “To believe in God is to hate your own gayness”
“God becomes so identified with homophobic self-hatred that the only way we can deal with God is to  take a vacation from religion while we deal with the process of coming out and accepting ourselves.  Only after we have a secure, positive self-image are we able to make a critical return to the question of religious belief.”  p. 14
3)  Can you relate?  Share your story and how this statement either affirms or misses your experience.  

“We must all mature in our faith to point where we can separate our faith in God from the human and fallible church.  
We must develop our personal life of prayer so that we have our own direct and immediate contact with God.  We can no longer allow our faith and belief to depend exclusively on the mediation of the church, with the result that if we become disillusioned with and scandalized by the human church, we are tempted to give up all belief.  We must take a chance on God, keeping in mind that God, too, may well be scandalized by the church.  After all, during his lifetime Jesus was in serious conflict with his church and its authorities.”  p. 13

4)  How can you in new and radical ways “take a chance on God” this coming month?




The people that lived in darkness has seen a great light; on those who dwell in the land and shadow of death a light has dawned.   Matthew 4:16





“FREQUENTLY we remain children, passive and irresponsible, looking to see what we can get out of religion rather than offering what we can give” p. 15











This study is based on and inspired by Father John McNeill’s Taking a Chance on God, Beacon Press, Boston, MA.  To purchase your copy of the book go to our www.glbtchristian.org Bookstore.  Please note that some quotes include italicized text; these represent additions to expand the text beyond the gay and lesbian experience to include all of us created in Christ as queer, transgendered, and same gender loving.  

