WITNESS INSPIRED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT
Regardless of the persecution, attacks, and rejection we may face or the frequency, intensity, or duration thereof --- WE ARE FILLED with God’s POWER and MIGHT.  
Today’s conversation is about BOLDNESS!!
29Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with great boldness. 30Stretch out your hand to heal and perform miraculous signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus." 31After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. 

Acts 4:29-31
1. Share a situation where you were hoping and praying for protection and deliverance.  How might your experience and/or response have changed if you had instead prayed for BOLDNESS?


Pepper p105, Day One
2. Michal Ann Pepper reminds us that “we spend a lot of time and energy constructing counter arguments” (p 106) because we are so frequently under attack.  How do you see the following scriptural advice regarding your own defense and preparedness? 

14But make up your mind not to worry beforehand how you will defend yourselves. 15For I will give you words and wisdom that none of your adversaries will be able to resist or contradict. 











  Luke 21:14-15
15Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth. ---- 23Don't have anything to do with foolish and stupid arguments, because you know they produce quarrels. 24And the Lord's servant must not quarrel; instead, he must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful. 25Those who oppose him he must gently instruct, in the hope that God will grant them repentance leading them to a knowledge of the truth, 26and that they will come to their senses and escape from the trap of the devil, who has taken them captive to do his will.                                                                                                                                                









    II Timothy 2: 15, 23-26

3. Paul had something serious and chronic bothering him; “Three different times I begged the Lord to take it away” II Cor. 12:8.  Some GLBTQ people have pleaded, prayed, cried, and begged hundreds of times for God to remove their marginalized status.  What do your conversations with God look like regarding your marginalized status?                                                                             


     Pepper p108, Day Three

4. How does or doesn’t the following verse apply to your sexual orientation and/or gender identity?   What thinking, feelings, or calls to action does it prompt in you?    
9 Each time he said, “My grace is all you need. My power works best in weakness.” So now I am glad to boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ can work through me. 10 That’s why I take pleasure in my weaknesses, and in the insults, hardships, persecutions, and troubles that I suffer for Christ. For when I am weak, then I am strong.
                                                                                                      II Cor.12:9-10 New Living Translation
5. Read the verses below.  How does this scripture speak to you and your situation?  
3 Give praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! He is the Father who gives tender love. All comfort comes from him. 4 He comforts us in all our troubles. Now we can comfort others when they are in trouble. We ourselves have received comfort from God. 5 We share the sufferings of Christ. We also share his comfort.                      
                                                                                                                                                               II Cor. 1:3-5 New Living Translation
                                                                                                                                       Pepper pp112-113, Day Six

Quietly/Privately take a few moments of reflection:  

What is God calling you to do?   Prayerfully list three wishes you have for yourself regarding BOLDNESS & Your Witness Inspired by the Holy Spirit.  
1)

2)

3)

This study was based on and inspired by week nine “Witness Inspired by the Holy Spirit” in the workbook Reconciling Journey by Michal Anne Pepper. Publisher Pilgrim Press, Cleveland, Ohio.  To purchase your copy of the workbook go to www.glbtchristian.org

