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Reconciling Journey 

OUR WITNESS TO LIVING IN CHRIST
The reading listed below is a direct quote from week eight “Our Witness to Living in Christ” of the devotional workbook Reconciling Journey (pp. 89-90).  Bolding and italicized words have been added respectively for emphasis and in support of our mission to foster spiritual growth and development in everyone including transgender, bisexual, questioning, and queer gender identifying persons.  

“As gay and lesbian, bisexual, transgender, queer, and questioning Christians, we are called to embrace two realities: our God-given sexual orientation and gender identity and our God-given life in Christ Jesus.  Both are gifts from our Creator. 
For the most part, however, our environments are hostile to one of these two gifts from God.  To many of our gay brothers and lesbian sisters, our Christian discipleship is at best inexplicable and at worst a betrayal of our fight for civil rights.  
To many of our Christian sisters and brothers, our sexual orientation and/or gender identity is at worst a sin against God and at best a mystery.  Life is usually easier when we keep either our sexual orientation and gender identity or our Christian discipleship in the closet. 
Just as the crucifixion of Jesus did not fit into anyone’s ideas of God’s activity in the world, neither do our lives fit into the world’s ideas about Christian discipleship and authentic living.  
When we bear witness to our sexual orientation and gender identity as well as living our life in Christ, we embody the manifestation of God’s love in the shame of the cross.  
We become an expression of God’s glory and presence in what the world considers shameful, of God’s power in our weakness, of God’s love and forgiveness in response to the world’s hate.

An important component of our witness is coming out.  Because we have no civil rights, and because we have no standing in the church, coming out as lesbian and gay persons is generally more risky than coming out as Christians.  
Every time we come out in a new situation or in a new relationship, we make ourselves vulnerable. We risk crucifixion.  Over a lifetime of coming out, we risk jobs, status, relationships, maybe even our families.  
When we accept the life God has given us and claim that life publicly, we sacrifice the life we planned for ourselves.  Instead, we turn towards the life God wants for us.  In so doing, we become a living sacrifice.  Our lives become an act of worship.”
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“As with any sacrifice, coming out can be difficult and painful.  Let’s consider our…
· experiences with coming out,
· reflect on our fears about risking crucifixion, and 
· explore how God’s love, glory, power, and forgiveness are manifested when we come out to other people in our world.”











Pepper, p. 90  
Coming Out Experiences

   1.  What is your worst coming out experience?

   2.  What is your best coming out experience?

Risking Crucifixion

In every decision we make there is an effect (outcome, result, consequence) and an affect (an influencing, a shaping, a prompting).  Jesus’ crucifixion had both a direct outcome and a shaping affect on the world and those around him.  
The dictionary definition of crucifixion is a severe or unjust punishment, suffering, persecution or an extremely difficult or painful trail.  When we come out we risk crucifixion.  We risk losing relationships, safety, respect, power, esteem, influence, control, and sometimes even personhood.  

Think of a relationship, context, or an area in your life in which you are not living fully out. 
3. What might be the immediate outcome and/or the shaping influence of your coming out? …of your staying in?  What are the threats & risks? What are the opportunities? What is there to gain? 
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4.   We all want to be safe, affirmed, loved, esteemed, and cared for.  How can we put so much of ourselves and our hopes and desires and even our safety at risk?   Should we trust God more?  If so, how can we move into that place of surrender?  What might be the result of that surrendering?  
Ponder these questions silently as you
 read one or more of the following passages:

9 Rescue me from my enemies, LORD; I come to You for protection.10 Teach me to do Your will, for You are my God. May Your gracious Spirit lead me on level ground.                                             (Psalms 143:9-10 - Holman Christian Standard Bible)
11 Never let the fire in your heart go out. Keep it alive. Serve the Lord. 12 When you hope, be joyful. When you suffer, be patient. When you pray, be faithful. 13 Share with God's people who are in need. Welcome others into your homes. 14Bless those who hurt you. Bless them, and do not call down curses on them. (Romans 12:11-14 - New International Reader’s Version)
14But if also you suffer any thing for justice' sake, blessed are ye. And be not afraid of their fear, and be not troubled. 15But sanctify the Lord Christ in your hearts, being ready always to satisfy every one that asketh you a reason of that hope which is in you. 16But with modesty and fear, having a good conscience: that whereas they speak evil of you, they may be ashamed who falsely accuse your good conversation in Christ. (I Peter 3:14-15 Douay-Rheims 1899 American Edition)
24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, If any man will come after me, deny he himself, and take his cross, and follow me; 25 for he that will make his life safe, shall lose it; and he that shall lose his life for me, shall find it. (Matthew 16:24-25 - Wycliffe New Testament) 
18 If your heart is broken, you'll find God right there; if you're kicked in the gut, he'll help you catch your breath. (Psalms 34:18 The Message)
1 O my God, in You I trust, 2 Do not let me be ashamed; Do not let my enemies exult over me.        3 Indeed, none of those who wait for You will be ashamed; Those who deal treacherously without cause will be ashamed. 4 Make me know Your ways, O LORD; Teach me Your paths. 5 Lead me in Your truth and teach me, For You are the God of my salvation; For You I wait all the day.     (Psalms 25:1-5 - New American Standard Version)

16 Turn to me and have mercy, for I am alone and in deep distress. 17 My problems go from bad to worse. Oh, save me from them all! 18 Feel my pain and see my trouble. Forgive all my sins.       19 See how many enemies I have and how viciously they hate me! 20 Protect me! Rescue my life from them! Do not let me be disgraced, for in you I take refuge. 21 May integrity and honesty protect me, for I put my hope in you. (Psalms 25:16-21 - New Living Translation)
After some personal reflection time – 

Share your thoughts, feelings, and observations in your small group.
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God is Manifested in our Coming Out

Read Romans 12:1-2 (New International Version)
Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is true worship. 2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.           
5. Describe your reaction to this passage.  Is it encouraging, condemning, understandable, persuasive, applicable?  Do you relate to the idea that ‘coming out’ is a living sacrifice; a way to worship God?  Explain.

6. How is “conforming to the pattern of this world” keeping you from knowing what God’s good, pleasing, and perfect will is for you and your life?  What does “be transformed by the renewing of your mind” mean to you?  
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This study is inspired by week eight “Witness to Living in Christ” in the devotional workbook Reconciling Journey by Michal Anne Pepper. Pilgrim Press, Cleveland, Ohio. To purchase your own copy of the workbook please go to www.glbtchristian.org

