MEMBERS OF THE BODY OF CHRIST
“No matter how estranged we become from the church,
our early emotional ties to the church continue to tug at us.”













Pepper, p. 77  
Many of us long to reconnect with the churches and church experiences of our youth.  Christmas is one of those times most rich with family and church histories, rituals, and life-shaping experiences.  
1. Share a church-related Christmas memory that is especially meaningful for you.  Are there any other church related experiences especially powerful for you? 
2. Try to describe “the beliefs, attitudes, values, and goals your church experiences created in you. Identify any intense feelings associated with these beliefs and values” (Pepper p. 80).
3. Are any of these feelings empowering & energizing; a source of connection or closeness to God/Jesus?  Are any of these feelings draining; fear and/or shame producing, separating you from God/Jesus?  
4. “The church is subject to the same sin, self-deception, hypocrisy, ignorance, and other shortcomings that mark all human social institutions.  We may wish that the church be a place of unconditional love and self-sacrifice.  But when we expect only good from the church, we have unrealistic expectations.  Do you have any unrealistic expectations concerning the church?  If so, what are they?” (Pepper p. 82).
Read and Reflect on the following excerpt from The Message - I Corinthians Chapter 12
Each of us is now a part of His resurrection body, refreshed and sustained at one fountain – His Spirit – where we all come to drink.  I want you to think about how all this makes you more significant, not less.  It’s all the different-but-similar parts arranged and functioning together.  If Foot said, “I’m not elegant like Hand; I guess I don’t belong to this body,” would that make it so?  God has carefully placed each part of the body right where he wanted it.  What we have is one body with many parts.  Can you imagine Eye telling Hand, “Get lost; I don’t need you”?   You give it dignity and honor just as it is, without comparisons.  
The way God designed our bodies is a model for understanding our lives together as a church; every part dependent on every other part.  If one part hurts, every other part is involved in the hurt, and in the healing.  If one part flourishes, every other part enters into the exuberance. You are Christ’s body – that’s who you are!  You must never forget this.  Only as you accept your part of that body does your “part” mean anything.  

5. How do you see your story reflected in this passage?  How can you, more fully, make your “part” and your spiritual gifts available to rest of the body?  What are the risks & benefits of hiding and/or separating yourself from the body? 
This study was based on and inspired by week seven “Members of the Body of Christ” in the workbook Reconciling Journey by Michal Anne Pepper. Publisher Pilgrim Press, Cleveland, Ohio.  To purchase your copy of the workbook go to www.glbtchristian.org

