WE LEARN TO HEAR GOD
WHY ME, Lord?!
We have all witnessed the growing presence of GLBT characters and stories in the media.  We have the LOGO channel, and secular programs like Queer as Folk, The L Word, Exes & Oh’s, and a growing host of faith based GLBTQ documentaries and programs.  Ellen has made an amazing mainstream come back since her coming out destroyed her earlier career in the 1990’s.   
Despite our growing presence and acknowledgement in the media, the workplace, and even our churches, we continue to be a persecuted people.  We, as same gender loving, transgender, bisexual, queer, gay, and lesbian people and our families and friends who love and support us, live in a hetero-centric culture and society.  
Heterosexism is celebrated and affirmed while our relationships if not marginalized are held out as oddities.  Those who love, support, and affirm us, if not attacked, are at the very least considered progressive and exceptional.  Further, this growing openness is just that – it’s growing and still in the early pains of birth.  As such, many of us have both past and present experiences that have left us raw, hurt, damaged, and wounded.  
It’s all too easy to cry out to God and say “Why me, Lord!?!”

In week six of the Reconciling Journey workbook, Michal Anne Pepper encourages us to “reap the benefits of being members of a persecuted group”.  We need not respond in defeatism but we have an incredible opportunity to take courage, rest in God’s amazing grace and peace, and experience abundant joy.   We have a powerful ally and lover – Jesus Christ.  Our persecution humbles us, “helps us to know our limits and brokenness”, and teaches us to “rely on God’s boundless strength rather than our own finite” abilities (Pepper pp.63-64).  
“O Lord my God, in you I put my trust;

Save me from all those who persecute me;

And deliver me,

Lest they tear me like a lion, Rending me in pieces,

while there is none to deliver.”

Psalms 7:1-2

“The Lord is a stronghold for the oppressed, a stronghold in times of trouble.

And those who know your name will put their trust in You;

For You, Lord, have not forsaken those who seek You.”
Psalm 9:9-10
Let us pray.
Part One: The Foundation
Discuss in a large group
1. Describe a time when you felt ungrateful or angry for being created as you are?  Have there been any lingering affects on your sense of self worth and/or your interactions with others?

Read Together: Psalm 119:73-74 & 139:1-8 & Mathew 7:9-11

Fashioned Me; Fearfully & Wonderfully Made; Wants Good for ME.
2. Share an experience where you felt fully known and loved by God? 

3. Share an experience where you truly felt that God wanted good for you? 

We must accept our Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity as a GIFT from God.
“Until we learn to praise God for creating us as we are, we will have difficulty discerning God’s full longing for us” 













(Pepper p. 68).

“You may find it difficult at first to be genuinely grateful.  Ask God to give you gratitude” 













(Pepper p. 69).
Let us pray together.  

PRAISE God for creating you as you are.

Part Two: Listening for God

Break into small groups.
“Genuine contentment comes from aligning our will with that of God” (Pepper p. 64)    

How do we know align our will with God’s?  How do “We Learn to Hear God”?
4.  What does “Hearing from God” mean to you?  What does it or would it look like for you?

5. Share any experiences you have had in seeking or listening for God? 

6. What habits or practices do you use to open yourself up to hearing from God?
Exchange emails with someone in your small breakout group.  Make a commitment to use one or more of the habits & practices shared.  Check-in, encourage, & be accountable to each other over the next month.
Part Three: Living More Fully
Return to the large group.
“… because our lives are shaped by oppression, discrimination, and threats to our well-being, we protect ourselves by creating limits for ourselves.  These limits then become preconceived ideas about what can and cannot happen in our lives.” (Pepper p.72).  For example, you might think that you can’t attend the Casting Crowns concert because it is full of homophobic people, people who, if they knew you, would hate you.  Or perhaps you are not coming out to a family member or friend because of how you fear it may affect them or fear how they may react to you.  
7.  How are you limiting yourself from living a full, joyful, appreciative, authentic, and whole life? 

I remind you to stir up the Gift of God which is in you…

For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.  














          2 Tim. 1:6-7
This study was based on and inspired by week six “We Learn to Hear God” in the workbook Reconciling Journey by Michal Anne Pepper. Publisher Pilgrim Press, Cleveland, Ohio.  To purchase your copy of the workbook go to www.glbtchristian.org

