The Inspired and the Inspiring Word of God

I. Why Do We Study Scripture?

II. What are Your Fundamental Beliefs about Scripture?

III. How Do You Approach Personal Bible Study & Reflection?

Why Should We Study Scripture?
II Timothy 3:16-17

“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.”  (New King James Version)

1. “All scripture is given by inspiration of God” – How does this sit with you?  What does this mean for you?    
2. In your tradition, what was or is the Bible’s primary function?  Does your tradition emphasize a code of conduct or set of beliefs that are “proven” from Biblical texts? 

3. What do you or could you do to test your understanding of scripture?  How do you or would you discern distortion? 

What Are Your Fundamental Beliefs about Scripture?

Ps. 119:103  “How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth!”

4. Share any experience of God’s words being “sweeter than honey”.  What were those words?  What was the theme or characteristic?  (If you haven’t had this experience, what kind of words could make you feel this way?).
5. How did or could those sweet words affect your relationship with God?

Ps. 119:160 “All you words are true; all your righteous laws are eternal”

Isaiah 40:8 “The word of our God stands forever”
  Historical-Critical (intent = true meaning)

“This approach takes the Bible to mean, as best as can be determined, what it’s human authors intended to say in their own time and in their own way.” 



p 107 Daniel A Helminiak, Ph.D., What the Bible Really Says About Homosexuality
  Conservative Theology & Hermeneutics (exactly spoken = absolute truth)
Belief in the absolute authority and infallibility of Scripture:  everything stated in the Bible (in the original language and cultural context) is completely accurate and definitely true.  What is written is the exact words which God intended to have recorded. 

Rev. L. Robert Authur, Homosexuality and The Conservative Christian
Other Approaches (insert your own approach)
6. How do you read scripture?  Is it possible to be reconciled to those who approach it differently?  
How Do You Approach Personal Bible Study & Reflection?

2 Corinthians 3:5-6

“Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think of anything as being from ourselves, but our sufficiency is from God, who also made us sufficient as ministers of the new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit, for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life”

2 Corinthians 3:15-17, 18a (cognitive dissonance & transformed thinking)

“But even to this day, when Moses is read, a veil lies on their heart.  Nevertheless when one turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.  But we all… are being transformed…”

7. Do you approach Scripture with an absolute assurance of what it has for you?  Or do you approach with unconditional openness (willingness to transform ALL of your current beliefs and ideals)?  
8. What is the right balance for you; Scripture that is Inspired or Inspiring?  What are the risks & benefits associated with each approach?
