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Reconciling Journey - A Devotional Study for GLBT Christians 

Reconciled in Jesus Christ (week three)

1. When you think of “being reconciled in Jesus Christ” which definitions most closely speak to your image of reconciliation?  Why?   
a) To cause (a person) to accept or be resigned to something not desired: reconciled to his fate.

b) To win over to friendliness; cause to become amicable: to reconcile hostile persons
c) To bring into agreement or harmony; make compatible or consistent: to reconcile my way of thinking with yours; to reconcile accounts.

d) To reestablish a close relationship between: the estranged couple reconciled after a year.

2. To me being reconciled in Jesus Christ means….
             Colossians 1:21-22 & II Corinthians 5:18-21 – Be Reconciled
3.  God calls us to be “the righteousness of God” – what does this mean for you?

4. What would being an “ambassador of reconciliation” look like for you?

5. Think of a time when you felt unworthy, despised, and/or rejected?  How did that affect your service, work, or fully engaged participation?   Share your story.
6. Complete the following exercise:
               1                                 2                                 3                                 4
	OTHERS SAY MY SINS ARE…
	My REAL       SINS are…       
	resulting EMOTIONS/ FEELINGS 
	affect of emotions on MY BEHAVIOR

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


· How does the 2nd column relate to the 1st? Do you see patterns or relationships between the two columns?
· How does the 4th column feed back into the 2nd column?

Much of our real sin is born of hurt & anger.
The exceedingly abundant grace we have received demands we forgive others.
(Matthew 8:21-35 unmerciful servant)
· When we fully acknowledge our undeservedness, we will be fully gracious to others.
· Do not force premature forgiveness – pray through your anger (Psalms 94)
7. Jesus also experienced extreme hurt & anger -- How are your own life events similar to these passages?  Isaiah 42:1-4, 49:1-6, 50:4-9, & 52:13-53:12
8. Jesus turned his hurt & anger into compassion & action – What would following his example look like in your life?  

Summary

We are no longer victims when we accept responsibility for our sin.  
   Accepting responsibility means accepting grace.  
This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, 23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24and (all) are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.

Romans 3:22-24

Jesus paid the penalty and we are forgiven.  There is no need for shame, isolation, and/or self inflicted punishment.  In fact, these things distract us from full inclusion and accountability.  We are understood, seen, and loved. We are equally guilty; equally and freely forgiven. 
· Ask God for guidance in overcoming your real sin and to break the cycle that seduces us into disobedience.  
Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies.

Romans 8:33

Pain & Discrimination SEDUCES us into DISOBEDIENCE!
Don’t allow prejudice and rejection stop you from living a full, whole, and bold life as an ambassador of reconciliation reflecting the righteousness of God.
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